








considered possible human carcinogens and are not inciuded in Group 1. Group 2 also are the remaining
pesticides subject to reregistration. This group is classified as EPA’s second priority. Finally, Group 3, is
148 pesticides that are mostly biological based, inert ingredients, or recently registered (post 1984 active
ingredients). These will be the last to be reassessed.

To respond to the challenges of FQPA, USDA has created the Office of Pest Management.

This Office will serve as USDA focal point for pesticide regulatory issues. The press release
announcing the new office noted that it is charged with integrating and coordinating pesticide issues
within USDA along with improving communications with and strengthening the existing network of
grower organizations and crop specialists at land grant universities. This will help make available
accurate, high quality data on pesticide use practices for regulatory decision making. The Office of Pest
Management will assume the current responsibilities of the National Agriculture Pesticide Impact
Assessment Program as well as coordinating actives of existing USDA programs such as IR4, Pesticide
Data Program, Pest Management Alternatives Program, IPM, and food consumption surveys. In a related
development, EPA announced the a newly created Minor Use Program Team This team will work closely
with grower organizations and other stakeholders to obtain and use the best available data to facilitate
an open dialogue with the minor use community and to promote the development of safer pesticides for
Minor uses.

Following up on food consumption surveys, USDA Agricultural Research Service announced a
study of domestic households to obtain data on foods eaten by children. This data will be used in risk
assessments associated with FQPA. USDA noted that the children's survey is an extension of the 1994-
96 nationwide food survey, "What We Eat In America,” which covered all age groups. The new survey
will cover children between birth and 10 years of age. The information will be combined with food intake
data collected during the larger survey from about 5,700 children up to age 18.

INVASIVE PLANTS UPDATE:

Members of the WSSA were asked to present a briefing for the House Agriculture Committee on
January 29, 1997 to discuss the scientific issues that involved with invasive plants. Vice President Rich
Bonanno represented NEWSS. The briefing was extremely well attended by congressional staffers. This
briefing laid the foundation for WSSA to serve as an unbiased, scientific resource during the upcoming
debate on new legislation with invasive plants.

As a follow-up to the above meeting, representatives of WSSA and representatives of American
Association of Nurserymen (AAN) met on February 4, 1997. This meeting provided a forum for open
dialogue on the issue of inadvertent introduction of new invasive plants by the nursery industry. Since
the first meeting AAN and WSSA have developed a formal workgroup that is charged to author a
strategy for screening plant introductions for invasiveness. Gene Cross of NC Department of Agriculture
and Keith Menchey of AESOP Enterprises represents WSSA in this workgroup. The first meeting of the
workgroup was scheduled for July 17 & 18.

The W55A Board of Directors endorsed the concept of nationwide coordination of invasive weed
management and will co-sign a letter-urging establishment of a National Center for Invasive Weed
Control.

Food Safety/Organics

On October 2, 1997, President Clinton announced an initiative to upgrade domestic food safety
standards and to ensure that fruits and vegetables coming overseas are as safe as those produced in the
United States. The President asked Congress to enact legislation that will require the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) to halt imports of fruits, vegetables and other food products produced in
countries that do not meet U.S. food safety requirements. The President will direct the Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS) and the Department of Agriculture (USDA) to work cooperatively
with the agricultural community to develop guidance on good agricultural and manufacturing practices
for fruits and vegetables.

The National Cancer Institute of Canada published a paper in the November 15 issue of Cancer noting
that public exposure of pesticides residues in fruit and vegetables does not pose any increased risk of
cancer. The panel focused primarily on exposure in the general population and reviewed a wide range of
studies that addressed issues related to dietary exposure as well as incidental home and garden use. See
American Cancer Society’s World Wide Web Site http./funww.cancer.org for the full document.

USDA Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) issues proposed rules goveming the marketing of
organically produced commodities. The program would establish national standards for the organic
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production and handling of agricultural products. It also would establish National List of synthetic
substances approved for use in the production and handling of organically produced products. The
program also discusses an accreditation program for State officials and private persons.

WAIVERS OF LIABILITY/THIRD PARTY REGISTRATIONS UPDATE:

Registrants to limit their liability for herbicides and other pesticides on high value minor crops
often use waivers of liability and third party registrations. The specific concerns involve language that
appears on labels noting that without a signed indemnification agreement, the use of the product is not
legal. Growers sign away some of their ability to sue the registrant. Some states have insisted that
waivers of liability should not be contained on labels and that they are not enforceable by regulatory
agencies while other states rely on waivers heavily. EPA, after stating that waivers of liability are a state
issue, have unofficially requested the Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) to withdraw
a Section 24(c) due to inclusion of a waiver of liability on the label.

In early December, EPA working with some of the companies has come up language that is
allowable for inclusion on special local needs registrations Section 24(c) labels. This hopefully ends this
regulatory issue.

USDA-ARS WEED SCIENCE UPDATE:

In gpite of concerns expressed by weed science community, the vacant USDA-ARS National
Program Leader for Weed Science was not be filled with an individual with extensive weed scientist
background. Dr. Ernest Delfosse has taken on the USDA-ARS National Program Leader for Weed
Science position. Though, Dr. Delfosse is an entomologist by training, he has shown his willingness to
work with the weed science community. He will be providing the keynote address at the 1998 NEWSS
Annual Meeting General Session.

USDA was considering terminating two weed science related projects with agriculture crops and
closing down one of their facilities in order to redirect resources for invasive weed research. This action
was stopped at the last minute due to pressure from the State of Washington delegation. There is still
concern that USDA-ARS will switch resources production agriculture research to research on biological
control of invasive weeds on public lands.

CROPS99 CONFERENCE:

The coalition for Research on Plant Systems (CROPS) is a coalition of farm/commodity and
scientific associations. Their mission is to establish research priorities and related education and
extension activities of the agriculture industry. The CROP599 Contference was held on November 9-11 in
St. Louis, MO. Jerry Baron, Rich Bonanno and Jeff Derr represented NEWSS at the meeting. A
compressive report will be provided at a later date.

NEWSS EDUCATION/OUTREACH AD HOC COMMITTEE FINAL REPORT
July 15, 1997
Nate Hartwig

Results of Education/Qutreach Mission Questionnaire

The majority of those responding (86%) felt, the NEWSS should be involved in outreach education
(Appencilx 1). This is to be expected since the annual meeting itself is a form of outreach education.

A clear majority (68 to 73%) felt we should be more aggressive in sponsoring outreach workshops and
educational programs to weed management decision-makers, practitioners and even growers, as is
presently being done in turf and ornamentals.

A clear minority (34%) felt the publication of a Northeast Regional Newsletter was not a good
idea. The general feeling was summed up by one person’s comment that "A number of state weed
extension researchers publish weed mgt. and other pest mgt. info. annually for the public. This proposed
newsletter sounds like a duplication of effort, along with assumption of responsibilities that we do not
need to share with the extension service.

There was a little more support (50%) for a Northeast Regional Weed Management Guide for
agronomic crops, vegetables, turf, ornamentals, forestry, etc. on the net and updated at least once a year.
Some of the negative comments were the same as for the newsletter; infringement on local extension
territory, too much variation over the entire region, too difficult to get everyone to agree to format,
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herbicide rates etc. and not all are connected to the net. Mark VanGessel noted that "the net lacks depth
and is often out of date. Most people glance or skim net information but in order to read information and
absorb it, they need hard copies. — All this is meant to say that as widespread as the 60 to 70% of those
responding felt would be useful on the net are such things as weed management methods other than
herbicides, environmental impact information and regulations related to the use of herbicides.

Three fourths of the respondents thought the NEWSS should have an Education Coordinator with
a seat on the executive committee. Several felt that to get a person who would commit sufficient time to
this job it would have to be a paid position. Most felt it would be time consuming and require expertise
in computer technology and setting up a net home page with linkage to information on the net.
Recommendations to the NEWSS Executive Committee.

1. Establish an Education Coordinator position with a seat on the executive committee.

2. Provide $3,000 - $5,000 to establish a home page for the NEWSS

3. First responsibility to develop an outline of the type of information that should be provided on the
web site.

The ad hoc committee’s thinking was that this position should be filled by a volunteer. The
NEWSS doesn't have the money to pay such a person but if this person had some money to hire student
help with some experience in developing web pages, the job could be accomplished without spending an
excessive amount of time him/herself.

The questionnaire didn't ask enough questions about the kind of information that people would
like on the web. Betty Marose suggested that each state should put information on the web pertinent to
that state and the NEWSS web page would have links to these state web pages.

There would be some information that pertained to the business of the NEWSS that the Education
Coordinator would be responsible for putting on the web and keeping it updated. Such information
would include publicizing the NEWSS annual meeting etc.

Ad Hoc Education Committee

Dr. Nathan L. Hartwig, Chm., Penn State
Dr. William S. Curran, Penn State

Ms. Betty Marose, Univ. of Maryland

Dr. Mark J. VanGessel, Univ. of Del.
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