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USGA PERSPECTIVEON TURFGRASSWEED CONTROL

Stanley J. Zontek

ABS TRA CT

PERSP ECITVE NUMBER ONE. The game of golf is played on grass. A weed
infested turf affects the ability of a golfer to properly strike the ball .
Weeds commonly requiring control include annual types like Dillitaria spp.,
Eleu sine illi!klland fllll anoua.

Perennial weeds requiring control include the perennial bio-types of fllll annua.
Other perenni al weeds include Tri folium spp ., Q-perus spp ., Paspalum dilatatum ,
Ta raxacum officinale, etc. . Specialty weeds include Saiin a spp..

Today's golfer all but demands quality, weed-free turfgrass . It is the
respo nsibility and challenge of turf man agers to control thes e weeds in a safe
and effective manner.

PERSPECITVE NUMBER TWO. Right or wrong, the percepti on exists today
that herbicides , classified as ''pesticides'' have potential for po lluting the
environment. The USGA is currently supporting research to determine the fate
of herbicides in the environment.

PERSPECITVE NUMBER THREE. Today 's turf manager is further challenged
to use fewer pesticides on the golf course and generally, to develop a more
natural golf course . Of all the perspectives , this one might be the more
difficultone to achieve. That is, better turfgrasswith a lower chemical
input.

It will be the purpose of this presentation to discuss these -perspectives.
The perception exists that one of the most basic of all prerequisites for a
qua lity stan d of golf turf is that it be consistent and free of weeds. The
turfgrass manage ment industry faces many challenges for the future and one
of these will always be, wee d control.

SJZ:m

Director, USGA Gr een Section , Mid-Atlant ic Region
West Ches ter, Pennsylvartia 19380




