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DEVELOPING A COLLEGIATE WEED CONTEST FOR THE NORTHEAST - EXPERIENCE AT THE
NCCWSC

T. C. Harris, R. L. Ritter, M. C. Schnappinger, B. A. Majekl
ABSTRACT

The collegiate weed science contest provides an educational forum for
students to meet with each other, with researchers from universities and
industry, and to apply their academic skills in a competitive "real world"
environment. Begun by the Southern Weed Science Society in 1980 and organized
by Drs. David H. Teem and Wayne L. Currey of the Univ. of Fla., Gainesville,
and Dr. Ray B. Cooper of Elanco, the concept spread to the North Central Weed
Science Society the following year under the direction of Dr. James S. Ladlie
of Agri-Growth Research, Inc., Hollandale, MN.

In 1982 a delegation from the Northeastern Weed Science Society attended
the North Central Collegiate Weed Science Contest (NCCWSC) for the purposes
of evaluating the benefits of such a contest and outlining procedures for
establishing a weed meet in the Northeast region. Approximately 65 students
plus their coaches representing 10 universities attended the NCCWSC and
competed as 14 p teans (10 1 plus a number
of individual contestants. The teams had vatying approaches to contest
preparation ranging from a formal credited course to an informal study group
just prior to the contest. As presented by the NCCWSC the contest consisted
of four sections: I-Weed idenziflcatlal\. II-Sprayer calibration, III-Identi-
fication of unknown d T solving and
Sections T and IT tasced techaicel skills, while sections III and IV required
situation analysis based on a contestant's total experience. In section III,
the contestant was given a list of possible treatments and asked to identify
the herbicide applied to unlabeled test plots by observing the condition of
various crops and weeds planted in the plot. In section 1V, the contestant,
assuming the role of a "technical advisor", 1nspe:ted an actual crop production
problem in a field and solution to the staff
member acting as the "farmer". Scoring was haaad aot only on recognition and
correction of the chemical or cultural problem(s) but also on how contestants
interacted with the farmer, whose personality ranged from helpful to irate.
The contest was planned by a steering committee of regional experts with one
leader responsible for each section of the competition. A staff of about 20
persons was needed on the day of the contest.

Trom a student's perspective, the experience is rewarding and educational.
Professional and personal contacts are initiated and one's knowledge broadened
by exposure to crops and weeds which may not be found in one's own locale.

The role playing section develops one's abilities to synthesize knowledge

and to effectively interact with people.

The Executive Committee of the Northeastern Weed Science Society has
approved the development of a collegiate weed contest on a trial basis for
1983 to be organized by Dr. Ronald L. Ritter of the University of Maryland.
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