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DEVELOPING A COLLEGIATEWEED CONTESTFOR TIlE NORTliEAST- EXPERIENCE AT THE
NCCWSC

T . C. Harr i s , R. L . Ritte r , M. C. Schns ppi nger , B. A. Maj eIJ. 1

ABST RACT

The collegiate weed s<:ience cont e st provides an educa t i ona l foI'UII for
stude nts to .e et with esclt ot he r. wi t h resea rchers f cOlil unive rsities and
indus t ry , and co a pp l y t h eir stad e. ie ski l ls in a competiti ve "Ye a l wor l d "
env i r onment . Begun by t he South e rn Weed Science Soc iety i n 1980 and org anbed
by Dr s . David H. Teem and Wayne L . Currey of th e Uni v . of FIa . , Gai ne sv i lle .
and Dr . Ray B. Cooper of Elan eo , th e conce pt spre ad to the Nor t h Cen t r al Weed
Sci ence Soc ie t y th e fo ll owi ng yea r unde r t he df r ect I on of Dr . J ames S . LadU e
of Agr i.-Grow th Rese ar ch, In c . , Holl andale . MN.

In 1982 a delegation ftc. the Northea s t ern We1.'dScience Society a t t ended
the Horth Cent ra l Collegiate Weed Sc ienc e Conte.t (NCCWSC)fo r t he purposes
of eva luating t he benef 1.ts of such a contes t and out lining proc edures fo r
eatab lishing a weed _et in the Nor th eas t re 81.on. Approxima tely 65 stud ents
plus t he i r coa ches rep r ese n ting 10 un i ve rd U e s a t te nded t he NCCWSCand
compe t ed as lto fou r- person t eams 0 0 grs dua t e , to und er gr s duate) plu s a numbe r
of in dividu al conte st an t s . The tea ms had var y i ng appr oache s t o cont e st
pre par a tion rangin g f rom a fo rma l cr ed i t ed cou rs e t o an info r mal study gro up
jus t prio r to th e contes t . As pr e se nted by t he HCCWSCt he co nt est cons isted
of fo ur sections : I -Weed iden U f1.cation, II -Spraye r calib ra tion, III- Identi­
fica t ion of unknovn he rbicides , and IV-Prob l em .olv ing and r ec..-nda t ions .
Sect ions I and II tested technical skills, while sec tion. III and I V requi r ed
situa tion analy sis based on a coo tes tant's t o t a l expe r i ence . In section III,
the contes tan t was give n a l i s t of possible tr ea t atents and ask ed t o iden tify
t he her b i c i de appl i ed to un l abe l ed t est plots by ob serv i ng the co ndiU on of
vee ie e e Ct OpS and weeds pl an t ed in th e plo t . In sec tion I V, the contes tant,
ass uming t he role of a "t e chn i ca l adv i sor" , in specte d an act ual cr op pro du ct ion
prob l em in a fi el d s it ua t io n a nd eeeeeee neee an eff ec t i ve ao l u tion t o the staff
_.be r acting as th e "farmer" . Sco r ing was baaed not onl y on r ecognit i on and
cor r ec tion of the che . i cal or cu lt ural p roble.(s) but a lso on how contes tants
inte racted wit h the falbe r , ..mose personal i ty ranged frOlll helpful to i rate.
The contest .. aa planned by • • tee ring coaDi ttee of re g i onal expert. with one
lead er responsi ble for eac h s eCU on of the cOlll)Hltit i on. A staff of about 20
pe r sons .. a . ne eded on t he day of th e cont e s t.

Fr Olll II s t uden t 's pe rspe ctive , t he exper i ence i s r ewar d ing and e ducat io nal .
Pro f e s s io nal and perso na l contac t s ar e init i at ed and one ' , knowle dge br oadened
by exp0 6ur e to crops and weeds which 11181not be fo und in one ' s own loca l e .
The r ol e playing section develops one 's ab iliUes to s yn t hes ue knowledge
and t o effectiv e ly inte ract with people .

The Execu t ive Co_it t ee of t he Nor th ea stern Weed Sci ence Society ha s
ap pr oved t he dev elopmen t of a co l legiate weed conte s t on a t rial baSis f or
1983 to be org an ized by Or . Ronal d L. Rit t e r of th e Univers i ty of Mar yl and.
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